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the public body shall furnish it in the format in which it is
maintained by the public body, or in paper format at the option of
the requester. A public body may charge the requester for the
actual cost of purchasing the recording medium, whether disc, 
diskette, tape, or other medium.    

Section 6(a-5) of FOIA 10 further provides: 

If a voluminous request is for electronic records and those
records are not in a portable document format ( PDF), the public
body may charge up to $20 for not more than 2 megabytes of data, 
up to $40 for more than 2 but not more than 4 megabytes of data, 
and up to $100 for more than 4 megabytes of data.  If a
voluminous request is for electronic records and those records
are in a portable document format, the public body may
charge up to $20 for not more than 80 megabytes of data, up to

40 for more than 80 megabytes but not more than 160 megabytes
of data, and up to $100 for more than 160 megabytes of data.  If
the responsive electronic records are in both a portable document
format and not in a portable document format, the public body may
separate the fees and charge the requester under both fee scales.  
Emphasis added.) 

request specifically sought copies of records " in their native
format." 11 The City confirmed that the responsive records are stored electronically in a portable
document format and would require the compilation of not more than 80 megabytes of data.  The
plain language of section 6(a-5) of FOIA permits a public body to charge up to $20.00 for
records responsive to a voluminous request that consists of not more than 80 megabytes of data.  
Because this office has previously determined that June 7, 2022, FOIA request was
a voluminous request, and because section 6(a-5) expressly permits the charge assessed by the
City, the City's fees did not violate FOIA.  

105 ILCS 140/6(a-5) (West 2022).  

11E- mail from ] to [ Scott Zak] ( June 7, 2022).   
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The Public Access Counselor has determined that the resolution of this matter
does not require the issuance of a binding opinion.  This matter is closed.  If you have FOIA or
OMA questions, you may contact me at the Chicago address on the bottom of the first page of
this letter. 

Very truly yours, 

SHANNON BARNABY
Senior Assistant Attorney General
Public Access Bureau
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